THE    DIARY

pleasure to protract my life, that I may be the
better prepared for my last day, through the infinite
merits of my blessed Saviour, the Lord Jesus, Amen."

His last entry is on February 3rd, 1705-6, and
consists of notes of sermons preached on that day. He
died on the 2 7th of the month. Like the vast majority
of diarists he left no instructions as to what he wished
done with his record.

Evelyn gained a high reputation while he lived,
and after he died the author of Sylva continued long
to be remembered. But, undoubtedly, the publica-
tion of his Memoirs threw so much more light on the
man, his activities and his influence, and gave so
many additional facts and comments on the later
Stuart period, that they have been instrumental in
establishing the observant recorder as a notable
figure in English history.
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